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I borrowed this book, but soon bought my own copy, then another to pass on.  That indicates how much I recommend it: please read it and act on it.
The book is in three parts coherently linked: the science of climate change; the theology of sustainable living; and practical responses informed by the first two.

Its presentation of scientific information and evidence is clear and accessible.  It covers how the “greenhouse effect” works; changes in the atmosphere over geological time; changes in temperature and CO2 over the last 160,000 years and developments since the industrial revolution began.   It describes the effects of recent rapid global temperature changes: altered weather patterns, extreme weather events, floods, droughts, effects on agriculture, changes in sea levels etc..  It shows the relationship of these changes to our use of coal, oil and gas.  It explains the idea of “peak oil”.  It discusses computer modelling of future changes in these parameters, and shows how, even with no further emissions of CO2 from fossil fuels, we are already committed to significant climate change.  Scary effects of human activity are presented, remarkably, without sensational rhetoric.  All that and more in just 35 readable pages.  
Next, a chapter on “Sustainability and well-being” shows how these effects are ultimately caused by the day-to-day activities that we take for granted, but which depend on cheap, easily available fossil fuels.  I was especially struck by the extent to which the energy demand for these “normal” activities has mushroomed during my adult life.  I really am part of the problem: in Europe and North America (1/6th of the world’s population) we produce 55% of the CO2 emissions; the poorest 1/6th produce less than 3%.  And they suffer the most from our actions.  It’s our lifestyle that drives the demand for energy and causes the problem.  Ironically, consuming more energy and manufactured “things”does not improve our individual or society’s well-being.  We need a sustainable lifestyle, not only because we are probably close to human-induced catastrophic climate change (my words – the authors’ language is more restrained) and “peak oil”, but also because sustainable living is better for society.
The theological section (70 odd pages) challenges Christians with “Why should we care?”  I found it embarrassing to think we might need an answer to that!  Isn’t it obvious?  Nevertheless it is helpful to read about “a biblical view” of humanity’s place in nature and our responsibility to God for our relationship to the rest of God’s creation.  The authors correct those who mis-use the idea of human “dominion” in place of our stewardship, and refute those who lay all the blame for the ecological crisis on Christianity.  An analysis of Isaiah leads them to “a total biblical vision”   of how we should live together, in response to God’s action in and purpose for the world, anticipating the coming Kingdom of God.  
This leads to the practical response section.  “Eight principles of sustainable living” are outlined, by which our attempts at sustainable living may be evaluated. These criteria are then applied to practical responses at a personal, communal, national and international level.  It considers our use of technology and alternative energy sources, not to “patch” our broken way of living, but as part of a renewed way of being society.  We might not agree with every conclusion, but we need to engage with their challenge.  The values expressed resonate with the “Transition Towns” movement, and with (e.g.) Tony Juniper’s “How many lightbulbs does it take to change a planet?”  All are positive in their message that we can avert disaster, without returning to the dark ages.
The book is well referenced for those who need to dig further.  It is detailed enough to answer many complex questions.  It is very practical in the responses it advocates.  It highlights the urgency of concerted international action.  Christian Aid, Tear Fund and others in the “Stop climate Chaos” consortium present similar solutions. 
Things have moved on since publication in 2007.  Evidence of climate change piles up.  Arctic ice is melting faster than the IPCC predicted just a few years ago.  Despite the positive Climate Change Bill, parliament has approved a third runway at Heathrow, and the government has not yet abandoned plans for a new generation of coal-fired power stations.  In view of the evidence in the book, these developments are alarming.
The science in this book makes me ask “How can we persuade our government to work with other nations, to “cut the carbon” and help poor nations adapt to climate change?”  The credit crunch is as NOTHING compared with climate chaos.  Will we get the right decisions at the climate conference in Copenhagen in December?  Is it enough to write to your MP?    I’ve already been out on “protests” with Christian Aid and others.  I do not think you will be able to read this book, and do nothing.
Geoff Stratford
